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should have some workingA lot of people have been asking for a tutorial, a less confusing tutorial for those who don’t understand why Tomcat uses CATALINA_HOME and CATALINA_BASE env variables. Also explained here for people who don’t understand what Tomcat is all about. CATALINA_HOME and CATALINA_BASE Environment Variables Tomcat uses

environment variables to store information. Environment variables are used to store information when the Tomcat server is started. These variables are prefixed with CATALINA_ in the form of CATALINA_HOME and CATALINA_BASE. Those variables are used to point to the location of the Tomcat installation. The first variable, CATALINA_HOME, is set to the location
where the current directory is, which, by default, is the directory where the Tomcat server was started from. So if the Tomcat server was started from /home/myhome/tomcat/bin, then the CATALINA_HOME will have the value /home/myhome/tomcat. If the Tomcat server was started from /opt/tomcat, the value of CATALINA_HOME will have the value /opt/tomcat. The second

variable, CATALINA_BASE, is set to the location where the base directory for the paths is. This is used for security when running outside the normal system environment, for example, when the Tomcat server is running in a Docker container. CATALINA_BASE can also be set when the installation of Tomcat is done and it’s not the system’s default installation directory. For
example, you can set it to a different directory and use CATALINA_BASE to point to that location. This is a convenience only. For example, if you installed Tomcat in /opt/tomcat then the base path will be /opt/tomcat.
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