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You know what’s great about HBO?
They're so good at creating assholes.
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Samuel West was a pretty good actor
in movies like Midnight Cowboy

(1969) and Pepe Le Moko (1974).
But in HBO’s Girls, he’s an ass. He

played the character of Adam
Sackler, a cynical creep who wears
garish clothing, spouts endless one-

liners, and is a total douchebag. It was
all downhill for Sam after Adam
revealed he’d slept with Hannah

Horvath, played by Lena Dunham.
Since then Adam has become a joke
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on the show and viewers become
increasingly devoted to his demise.

Adam also isn’t the only character to
receive his fair share of ire. His wife,

Hannah’s mom, played by Allison
Williams, has unapologetically

confused feminism for oversharing.
And Hannah herself is alternately
someone who you should hate for

tormenting her mother, or someone
who finds personal happiness by

completely ignoring her mother’s bad
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behavior. “I’m not comfortable with
women who talk about how they’re
feeling or women who revel in their

emotions,” West told Rolling Stone in
2015. He’s not the only player to fall
on that list, of course. Girls’ leading

man, Jessa (played by Jemima Kirke)
can be much of the same. I hate her

because, as a lesbian, she’s considered
unfeminine and needlessly outspoken.
But West and Hannah definitely get
the most stick. Girls wasn’t just a TV
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show, it was a political statement. “I
think I’ve never really been asked to

play a woman in full, unabashed
progressive-feminist brilliance until I

was asked to play
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